
ALDP 2021 Regan Boychuk, Mark Anielski, John Snow Jr., and Brad Stelfox “The Big 
Cleanup: How enforcing the Polluter-pay principle can unlock Alberta’s next great 
jobs boom” Alberta Liabilities Disclosure Project (29 June 2021): 40pp 
(p. 6:“As Albertan researchers, scientists and industry veterans who have spent 

years deeply immersed in the growing crisis of oil and gas well cleanup, we 
are heartened by the increasing media and public attention to the issue in 
our province. After decades of inaction and inattention, pressure is 
growing to finally face the unavoidable burden of retiring oil and gas wells. 
But there’s a big problem—the funds for the cleanup are increasingly 
coming from the public purse, rather than oil and gas companies who are 
legally responsible for the retirement of their infrastructure under the 
“Polluter-pay” principle of Canadian law.”) 

Boychuk 2021a Regan Boychuk message to Mark Dorin (29 June 2021) 
(“... Danielle Smith was in this morning’s Zoom chat pitching her industry 
friend’s non-profit solution.”) 

Boychuk 2021b Regan Boychuk messages to ALDP (27 July 2021) 
(“From our chat with Kris & Danielle this morning, the origins of SAEN 
(Sustaining Alberta’s Energy Network, a junior energy industry advocacy group - 
Ed.) and its proposal was that, in exchange for an ideological pledge to 
neoliberalism, SAEN worked to help get 25 UCP MLAs elected. Trident collapsed 
day Kenney sworn in, they immediately turned to Kris. 
July 2nd [2021] Kenney asked Kris and Danielle to move this issue forward, 
hence the columns. 
R* is a scam, but I think it might be possible to flip Kris. 
In any case, Danielle meets Sonya Savage this afternoon and will ask about a 
public event with gov reps 
I hope they’re dumb enough to actually debate in public. 
Kris’ “R*” plan won’t address the wells on his land and they won’t address the 
wells on my land. 
Our plan would address both and all the rest. … We agree on all the facts, but his 
solution goes through the ideological filter that results in taxpayers being first in 
line to start paying for cleanup.”) 

Denhoff 2022 Former Deputy Minister of Alberta Environment/GoA Special Advisor 
Eric A. Denhoff reply to @RKBtoo Twitter (22 October 2022): 9:12pm 
(“They pitched me this [#RStarScam] when I was there [2019]. I said no thanks. 
Reminded me of Wimpy—“I’d gladly pay you Tuesday for a hamburger today”!”) 

Savage 2021 Alberta Energy Minister Sonya Savage to Freehold Owners Association 
President David Speirs (30 June 2021): 2pp 



 



 
Scotiabank 2023 Scotiabank Global Equity Research “The proposed Alberta “RStar” 

program could benefit some producers, but hurt the sector’s reputation” Intraday 
Flash (9 February 2023): 1:49pm 
(“Initial reports indicate the program could issue up to $100M in royalty credits 
for abandonment and reclamation of well sites that have been inactive for at least 
20 years. Exhibit 1 shows a summary of Alberta wells that appear to meet the 
expected criteria. Within our coverage universe CNQ, CVE, POU, and WCP rank 
among the top 10 operators of such wells in Alberta. We expect these companies 
would be the biggest beneficiaries from the potential program (with the precise 
economic benefit TBD). While we see the potential for select companies to benefit 
from the program, we believe it has the potential to generate negative public 
sentiment toward the sector. Moreover, we also believe the program goes against 
the core capitalist principle that private companies should take full responsibility 
for the liabilities they willingly accept. 
... Overall, we see potential for the program to perpetuate negative views against 
the energy industry and be used as an example of new “fossil fuel subsidies.” ... 
Finally, we do not expect the proposed program to lead to increased drilling in the 
sector, as pipeline constraints, a tight services market, and investor preferences 
for cash returns over production growth are currently limiting factors (rather 
than a lack of capital). ... 
... AER Directive 011 provides a guide to abandonment and reclamation costs ... 
We expect the current average costs will be moderately higher due to inflation, 
with idiosyncratic factors likely causing material differences between specific 
wells.”) 

Smith 2021a Danielle Smith “Royalty credit is the solution to Alberta’s legacy well 
problem” Calgary Herald/Edmonton Journal (9 July 2021): A8/A8 
(“It’s a bit early in Premier Jason Kenney’s term to be thinking about his legacy, 
but I have a suggestion: he could be the premier who solves the well-site 
reclamation problem in Alberta for good, and makes peace between energy 
companies, landowners and municipalities. 



... I’ve spent a lot of time trying to understand the nature of Alberta’s legacy well 
problem, interviewing landowner lawyers such as Keith Wilson and advocates 
such as Regan Boychuk of the Alberta Liabilities Disclosure Project. ... 
... as a whole, the industry has assets of $142 billion and liabilities of $30 billion. 
... the healthiest companies ... there are 45 of them ... the companies in the worst 
shape, there are 276 ... There are an additional 66 companies that have fewer 
assets than liabilities. This makes it impossible for them [342 insolvent 
companies] to raise money. ... What bank is going to lend money to a company 
that has more liabilities than assets? Answer: none. 
When companies get this distressed, they don’t pay municipal taxes and they 
don’t pay landowner leases either. Everyone loses. 
Last week, Alberta Liabilities Disclosure Project issued a proposal ... On paper, it 
may sound like it will work. In practice, it won’t. ... 
A junior energy industry advocacy group calling itself Sustaining Alberta’s 
Energy Network has come up with a better alternative. It was even endorsed by 
the Alberta Chambers of Commerce last month. They propose to offer a royalty 
credit to give an incentive to accelerate clean up. So if a producer spends $1 
million to clean up well sites, it would pay a lower royalty until that money is paid 
off. It’s similar to how we assess oilsands royalties (One per cent until capital is 
paid out) and drilling credits (Five per cent royalty until the drilling cost is paid 
back). 
... If they are going to have to pay 100 per cent of the cost to clean it up, it just 
makes sense to allow them to write off the cost by paying a lower royalty when 
they drill new wells. That’s the essence of what the small producers are asking 
for. 
If the government doesn’t create an incentive to go after the worst well sites, I 
predict it is going to get kicked down the line for another 60 years. Kenney has a 
chance to solve this problem once and for all. Let’s hope he does it.”) 

Smith 2021b Danielle Smith message to Regan Boychuk via Boychuk message to ALDP 
(27 July 2021) 
(“Regan – 
The meeting went well with the Minister. She agreed to a meeting / round table to 
discuss the well problem and potential solutions. We will have to work together on 
an invite list to propose to her. 
She also wants to visit yours and Kris’s wellsite if you would be amenable to that. 
We may be able to do a pilot project on the worst sites to see if we can get some 
progress. 
Let me know how you’d like to proceed. 
D”) 

Smith 2021c Alberta Enterprise Group President Danielle Smith to Alberta Energy 
Minister Sonya Savage (29 July 2021): 5pp 











 
Swann 2021 Dr. David Swann message to ALDP (23 July 2021) 

(“Danielle Smith just agreed to host a forum on ‘solutions’”) 


